PSY 244

CHILD OBSERVATION ASSIGNMENT
For this assignment, you will have an opportunity to observe a child in a preschool setting. Following your observation, you will be asked to write a short paper in which you a) describe what you have observed and b) apply course-related information to make sense of what you’ve observed. 
Child Observation
Observations will take place at the Southwestern School Corporation’s Early Childhood Academy (Hanover, Indiana). You should focus your attention on a specific child rather than the entire group of children.
Remember that you are there to observe the child. Although you need not ignore the child, you should attempt to limit your engagement so that you can focus on your observation. If a child approaches you and wants to interact with you, you might politely inform the child that you are working and that you cannot talk or play right now. 

Please respect the confidentiality of the child(ren) and adult(s) you observe by referring to them by first initials only (e.g., “J”) or by a pseudonym in your written paper. 

Plan to spend one hour observing the child. Take detailed notes, keeping in mind the requirements of the written part of this assignment (see below). These notes will help you write the paper following the observation. You will need to turn in your notes with your assignment.

Paper Assignment 
Prepare a three-page double-spaced paper (not including your observation notes) that demonstrates your ability to be a critical observer of children’s behavior and to apply course concepts appropriately. Keep in mind that you do not have to (and, very likely, should not) describe every last detail of the child’s behavior. Be selective in your choices to create a coherent essay rather than providing a play-by-play. Organize your writing in paragraphs with strong, clear topic sentences. Papers should be typed in 12-point font with one-inch margins. 
Be sure to include the following in your paper:
1.  A description of significant elements of the child and the setting in which the observation took place. Although you do not need to address all of the following, some examples of things to include would be: What is the age and sex of the child that you observed? Where and with whom did the observation take place? Was anyone else present during the observation? How many children were present? How old did they seem to be? How many were boys and how many were girls? How many teachers or other adults were present? How was the environment arranged (e.g., furniture, materials, activities afforded, etc.)? What time of day did the observation take place and for how long?

2.  A description of the child’s developmental skills and behaviors. Include specific examples of the child’s developmental skills and abilities (or deficits) in at least two of the following areas: (a) sensory/perceptual development; (b) motor and physical development; (c) cognitive and/or language development; or (d) social and/or emotional development. If you are unsure what kinds of skill and abilities fall into each area, your textbook is a helpful resource.
3.  A description of the interactions between the child and his or her caregivers and/or peers. When describing the social interactions of the child, discuss the quality of the child’s interactions with others and talk about how you think these kinds of interactions may affect the development of at least one of the child’s developmental skills. 

4.  Links to course materials. Be explicit about how course materials apply to what you have observed by applying specific terms and concepts. Be sure to cite page numbers in the text(s) and/or refer to specific information from the lectures.

5.  Be sure to turn in a hard copy of the notes that you took during the observation. As long as the notes are legible, you do not have to type them. Notes are due within 24 hours of the child observation paper due date. Failure to turn in notes will result in a deduction of one full letter grade for the paper.
** Please review the grading rubric before submitting your paper **
