Short Assignment #6
Conducting Psychological Research

A key goal of this course is to help you understand how psychological research is conducted. For this assignment, then, you will be asked to choose a research question that is of interest to you and to describe how it could be studied, focusing on how it might be studied using experimental methods. In your paper, you should answer the following questions:

1. What is your research question? Be sure to keep your question simple and precise. For example, rather than asking “Are video games bad?” you might ask, “What is the effect of playing violent video games on elementary-school students’ levels of aggression?” 
2. What is your hypothesis?
3. How will you test this hypothesis? In answering this question, be sure to address the following: Who are your participants? What is the experimental group in your study? What is the control group? How will participants be assigned to these conditions? What is the independent variable in your study? What is the dependent variable? What results would confirm your hypothesis? 

4. Could this hypothesis also be tested using correlational methods? If yes, how? If a correlational approach is not feasible, why not? What advantages might an experimental approach to answering your question have over a correlational approach? 
You may earn up to 8 points on this assignment. The assignment is due Monday, January 25th.  
Papers should be no shorter than one and no longer than two pages in length, double-spaced, with 12-point font and one-inch margins. Papers should be written in full sentences and paragraphs (rather than bulleted phrases, for example) and should be proofread carefully for spelling and grammatical errors. Clarity of writing will be taken into account in evaluating papers. 
