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Study Guide

Exam 1

Basic Issues and Research Methods (Chapter 1)
Child development 
Nature vs. nurture debate
Passive vs. active debate
Bidirectional influence
Continuity vs. discontinuity debate
Stage theories

Critical period

Open-ended self report

Structured self report
Naturalistic observation

Structured observation

Observer influence

Observer bias

Reliability

Interrater reliability

Test-retest reliability

Validity

Correlational design
Correlation coefficient

Positive correlation

Negative correlation

Direction of influence problem

Third variable problem
Experimental design
Random assignment

Independent variable

Dependent variable

Longitudinal design

Cross-sectional design

Longitudinal-sequential design

Microgenetic design
Cohort effects

Prenatal Development and the Newborn (Chapter 2)
Conception

Sex differences at conception

Zygote

Embryo

Fetus
Stem cells
Identical (MZ) twins

Fraternal (DZ) twins

Placenta

Umbilical cord 

Amniotic sac

Cephalocaudal development

Age of viability

Vernix

Lanugo

Teratogen
Sensitive period

Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder
Sudden infant death syndrome
Newborn states (Figure 2.20)

Rem sleep

Non-Rem sleep

Autostimulation theory

Swaddling

Colic

Infant mortality worldwide (Table 2.3)

Low birth weight

Premature

Small for gestational age

Parenting a low-birth-weight baby (Box 2.5)

Baby massage

Behavioral Genetics (Chapter 3)
Behavioral genetics – definition and steps
Heritability coefficient

Age effects on heritability estimates

Diversity effects on heritability estimates

Shared/unshared environment 

Resilience article (Bazelon)
Perceptual Development (Chapter 5)

Preference paradigm

Habituation paradigm (also pp. 56-58)
Habituation 

Dishabituation/Recovery
Visual acuity

“Beauty and the baby” (Box 5.1)
Depth perception and depth cues (pp. 184-185)
Reflexes
Cognitive Development (Chapters 4 and 5)
Piaget’s theory 
Assimilation

Accommodation

Overview of stages (see Table 4.2)

Stages as invariant and universal

Sensorimotor stage

Object permanence

A-not-B search error

Deferred imitation

Preoperational stage

Symbolic representation

Egocentrism

Conservation

Centration

Concrete operational stage

Formal operational stage
Limitations of Piaget’s theory (see p. 140-142)
Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory

Private speech
Intersubjectivity

Joint attention
Social scaffolding
Zone of proximal development
Core knowledge perspective

Object knowledge

Current research on object permanence

Violation of expectancy method 

Mathematical knowledge

Physical knowledge

Social/psychological knowledge

Theory of mind
Autism
False belief task

Cognitive development theories and education
