PSY 244: CHILD AND ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT

CRITICAL BOOK REVIEW PROJECT
Updated 12/15/2016
Overview

This semester you will be asked to read The Marshmallow Test: Why Self-Control is the Engine of Success (2014). Each of you will participate in a “book club” discussion of the book with a small group of your classmates and write a critical book review. The book is written by a well-known developmental psychologist. It is intended to be read by an educated audience, but one that has not necessarily received formal training in developmental psychology.
Book Club Meetings
You will meet with the members of your book club twice during the semester. To ensure that you and your book club members are “on the same page,” you must read Chapters 1 through 10 by the first book club meeting and finish the entire book by the second book club meeting. 

You will be expected to actively participate in your book club meeting. To aid you in doing so, you will be asked to come prepared with three discussion questions. Discussion questions will be collected. In addition, you and your peers will be asked to evaluate your participation. Evaluations will be averaged to determine a grade (with a maximum grade of 10/10 points per meeting). Failure to turn in discussion questions will result in a one-point deduction from this grade. Absences will result in a grade of 5/10. 
Requirements for Writing the Critical Book Review

Your book review will consist of two major sections: a synopsis and a critical evaluation. Your final, written review is worth 60 points.
Synopsis (Approximately 3 pages)

In this section, your goal is to provide an accurate and concise summary of the author’s major claims and some of the evidence the authors use to support these claims. You will not be able to relate all of the author’s claims, but should provide enough detail that your reader has a good sense of (some of) the author’s most critical claims. You may find existing reviews of the book helpful in writing your synopsis, but your review should reflect your own writing and ideas.

Critical Evaluation and Integration (Approximately 4 pages)

In this section, your goal is to critically evaluate the author’s claims. What are the major strengths and weaknesses of the author’s arguments? Again, you will not be able to critically evaluate every point. In fact, I would strongly encourage you to focus on just one of the six Cs – collaboration, communication, content, critical thinking, creative innovation, or confidence – in your critical evaluation. In this section, you need to explain why the author’s views are either convincing or unconvincing, drawing upon materials presented in your text, lecture, and/or other readings. Explain, in particular, whether the author’s claims are consistent or inconsistent with the results of these other sources. Provide citations and specific page numbers where appropriate.

To aid you in writing the critical book review, I would strongly encourage you to annotate the book as you are reading it. In making your annotations, you might consider the following questions: Is the argument logical? Does the author provide adequate evidence to support his claims? Does the author seem too selective in his review of the evidence (e.g., by ignoring anecdotal evidence or research findings that might contradict his point of view)? Do the author’s conclusions follow from the evidence he provides? 
Please keep in mind … I understand that this may be the first time that you have been asked to write a critical book review. I am happy to provide as much support and assistance as you need. Remember, too, that you can get ideas for your writing from members of your book club or from previously published reviews of these books. However, your writing should be your own. If you do borrow ideas from on-line sources or from previously written reviews, do so sparingly and be sure to cite your sources. Avoid using quotes, unless absolutely necessary. Plagiarism will be taken very seriously.

In preparing your paper, please follow the following guidelines.
· No cover page is necessary. 
· All sources should be cited and appear in a properly-formatted “References” section. You may use whatever citation format with which you are most familiar (e.g., APA, MLA).

· Papers should not be shorter than 6 pages and should not exceed 10 pages, not including the references section. All sections of papers should be double-spaced, with 12-point font and one-inch margins.

· Papers should be proofread carefully for spelling and grammatical errors.

· Be sure to print a copy of your paper for your records and back up computer files frequently during the writing process.
· If you would like to submit a rough draft of the paper, you may. I will, however, need rough drafts on March 24th – two weeks in advance of the due date. Rough drafts submitted after this date will not be accepted.
Peer Evaluation Form
Instructions: Write your name and the names of your group members in the numbered boxes. Assign yourself and your group members a value that reflects the quality of your contribution and your group members’ contributions to the discussion.
5 = superior
4 = above average
3 = average
2 = below average
1= poor
	
	
	Group member was prepared for discussion
	Group member participated in discussion
	Group member’s contributions were of high quality

	Example: 

Ellen Altermatt
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Critical Book Review Grading Rubric

Student Name  ______________________________________

	
	Possible Points
	Points Earned

	Formatting and Style


	
	

	Did the student follow the guidelines for writing the critical book review (e.g., margins, font size, length etc.)? 
	5
	

	Did the student proofread the paper for spelling and grammatical errors? Is the writing style clear and concise?
	15
	

	Synopsis


	
	

	Did the student adequately identify, summarize, and provide evidence for (some of) the author’s major claims?
	15
	

	Evaluation and Integration

	
	

	Did the student critically evaluate the author’s claims?
	15
	

	Did the student integrate material from the textbook, lecture, or other readings in critically evaluating the author’s claims?
	10
	


