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Adolescence

HDFS 539

Fall, 2001
Seminar in Adolescence

HDFS 539

Instructor: Dr. Ellen Altermatt
Office: 152 Science Center 
Phone: 812.866.7317 
Email: altermattel@hanover.edu 
Webpage: https://moodle.hanover.edu
Office Hours: 8:15am-9:15am MWF and by appointment
Course Description

This course will introduce you to major theories and issues in the field of developmental psychology. The focus will be on the normal physical, cognitive, emotional, and social development of children from conception through adolescence. We will emphasize the ways in which various socialization agents (e.g., parents, teachers, siblings, and peers) contribute to successful development. We will also examine the parenting, public policy, and educational implications of findings from developmental research. As part of this course, you will have multiple opportunities to read, discuss, and critically evaluate current research in the field of human development.  

Course Objectives

In this course you will …

1.  Learn the major theories in developmental psychology.

2.  Learn about some of the most significant findings in contemporary developmental research.

3.  Learn how to relate the findings of developmental research to your own life and to important

     social and educational issues.
4.  Observe children in their natural environments and relate your observations to course material.

5.  Make progress toward developing a clear and concise writing style.
6.  Develop the skills to critically analyze and evaluate information.

7.  Become an informed consumer of psychological findings.
Required Readings

The primary text for this course will be: Siegler, R. S., DeLoache, J. S., Eisenberg, N., & Saffran, J. (2014), How Children Develop, 4th edition. New York: Worth Publishers. Supplemental reading materials will be provided. 

A schedule of assigned readings is provided in the course schedule. It is important that you read all assigned readings before the class in which the readings are discussed. Completing the readings before class will enable you to identify areas of confusion, ask meaningful questions, and participate in class discussions and activities.
Course Requirements

1. Attendance and Participation (40 points, 10% of final grade). I expect you to attend class and to participate in class discussions. The quality of your contributions will be taken into account when grading. If you are not able to attend, please send me an email notifying me of the reason for your absence. 
2.  Short Assignments (20 points; 5% of final grade). During the semester, a number of short assignments will be given. For example, you might be asked to interview caregivers about your early language development, come to class with a question about the textbook reading, or respond to an on-line article. The number of points awarded for each assignment will depend on the length of assignment and the quality of your work. Late short assignments will be accepted for a maximum of ½ credit. Descriptions of all short assignments are provided on the last page of the syllabus.
3. Quizzes (40 points, 10% of final grade). Short, five-item quizzes will be given for the majority of the chapters assigned in your textbook. Quizzes are designed to encourage you to read the text on a regular basis and to come prepared to discuss the reading material in class. Quizzes will generally be given on the day after we finish covering a chapter in class. Each quiz will be worth 5 points.

4. Exams (180 points, 45% of final grade). There will be two mid-term exams and one cumulative final exam. Exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and/or essay questions. Exams will cover material from the textbook, supplemental readings/videos, and lectures. The exams will be worth 60 points each. 
5. Child Observation Paper (40 points, 10% of final grade). During the semester, you will be asked to observe a preschool-age child and link your observations to course materials in a short paper. Keep in mind that I will take into account the clarity of your writing, including spelling and grammar, and your depth of thinking when evaluating papers. Details of this assignment and a grading rubric will be provided in separate documents. Please pay careful attention to these documents in completing all aspects of this assignment. 

 6. Critical Book Review Project (80 points, 20% of final grade). During the semester, you will be asked to participate in a “book club” which will aid you in writing a critical review and evaluation of a book. Details of this assignment and a grading rubric will be provided in a separate document. Please pay careful attention to this document in completing all aspects of this assignment. 
Evaluation

Your grade will be determined by the number of points you earn on class participation and attendance, short assignments, the child observation paper, quizzes, exams, and the critical book review project. The total number of possible points is 400. 

	Letter

Grade
	Points

Earned
	
	Letter

Grade
	Points

Earned

	A
	370 – 400
	
	C
	290 – 305

	  A-
	358 – 369
	
	 C-
	278 – 289

	  B+
	346 – 357
	
	  D+
	266 – 277

	B
	330 – 345
	
	D
	250 – 265

	 B-
	318 – 329
	
	  D-
	238 – 249

	 C+
	306 – 317
	
	F
	000 – 237


Academic Integrity

Cheating and plagiarism are the most common forms of academic misconduct. Cheating involves using unauthorized aids to complete a course exam, quiz, or assignment. Plagiarism involves representing the work of another as one’s own. Plagiarism can be blatant, as when entire paragraphs are copied directly from another source. Plagiarism can also take more subtle forms, as when you borrow a phrase or sentence without acknowledging the source. Avoid plagiarism in your work by a) using quotation marks to identify direct quotes, and b) providing citations any time you present ideas that originate from someone else. When in doubt, always provide a citation. If you have questions about what plagiarism is or how to avoid it, please (please! please!) talk with me. Both cheating and plagiarism will be taken seriously in this course. Please read the College’s policy on academic dishonesty in your academic catalog.
Policy on Late Assignments, Missed Exams, and Electronics
Late short assignments will be accepted for a maximum of ½ credit. All other late assignments will receive a one-letter-grade deduction (e.g., a “B” paper will receive a “C”) for each day they are late. 
Students are expected to take all exams on the scheduled date. Exceptions will be made only in the case of serious emergency. Please contact me before the scheduled exam if you will need to miss the exam.

The use of smart phones, notebook computers, and other similar electronic devices is disruptive and is therefore prohibited during class. Except in cases of documented need or emergency, students using these devices will receive a one letter grade deduction in their attendance/participation grade for each infraction. 

COURSE SCHEDULE

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment/Activity
	Dates to Note


UNIT I: INTRODUCTION, PERCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT, 
AND COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT
	January 9
	Welcome
	
	

	January 11
	Introduction to Child Development
	Chapter 1 (pp. 1-22)
	SA#1

	January 13
	Research Methods
	Chapter 1 (pp. 22-37)
	

	
	
	
	

	January 16
	Research Methods
	
	SA#2

	January 18
	Prenatal Development
	Chapter 2 (pp. 39-66)
	Quiz 1

	January 20
	Birth and the Newborn
	Chapter 2 (pp. 66-83)
	

	
	
	
	

	January 23
	Birth and the Newborn
	Video: Babies
	SA#3

	January 25
	Behavioral Genetics
	Chapter 3 (pp. 99-106)
	Quiz 2

	January 27
	Behavioral Genetics
	Discussion: A Question of Resilience (NYT)
	SA#4

	
	
	
	

	January 30
	Perceptual Development
	Chapter 5 (pp. 171-188)
	Quiz 3

	February 1
	Cognitive Development: 

Piaget’s Theory
	Chapter 6 (pp. 132-145)
	

	February 3
	Cognitive Development: 
Vygotsky’s Theory
	Chapter 6 (pp. 155-161)
Video: Lessons from a Forest Kindergarten
	

	
	
	
	

	February 6
	Cognitive Development: 
Core Knowledge Theories 
	Chapter 5 (pp. 205-208)
Chapter 7 (pp. 266-271)
Video: Autism Everyday
	

	February 8
	Review
	
	SA#5

	February 10
	Exam 1
	
	Exam 1


UNIT II: LANGUAGE AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

	February 13
	Intelligence
	Chapter 8 (pp. 297-322)
	

	February 15
	Intelligence
	
	

	February 17
	Language Development
	Chapter 9 (pp. 215-224)
	Quiz 4

	
	
	
	

	February 20
	Language Development
	Chapter 9 (pp. 224-246; 252-254)
	SA#6

	February 22
	Temperament
	Chapter 10 (pp. 403-410)
	Quiz 5

	February 24
	Book Review Project
	Book Club Meetings
	

	
	
	
	

	February 27
	No Class – Winter Break!
	
	

	March 1
	No Class – Winter Break!
	
	

	March 3
	No Class – Winter Break!
	
	


	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment/Activity
	Dates to Note


	March 6
	Attachment
	Chapter 11 (pp. 425-439)
	

	March 8
	Attachment
	
	

	March 10
	Book Review Project
	Book Club Meetings
	

	
	
	
	

	March 13
	Development of the Self
	Chapter 11 (pp. 439-465)
	Quiz 6

	March 15
	Academic Achievement
	Chapter 9 (pp. 359-361)
	

	March 17
	Academic Achievement
	Video: Waiting for Superman
	

	
	
	
	

	March 20
	Antisocial Behavior
	Chapter 14 (pp. 567-579)
	Quiz 7

	March 22
	Antisocial Behavior
	Video: Bully
	

	March 24
	No Class 
	Respond: Troop-Gordon Interview
	SA#7


UNIT III: DEVELOPMENT IN CONTEXT
	March 27
	Review
	
	SA#8

	March 29
	Exam 2
	
	Exam 2

	March 31
	Gender Development
	Chapter 15 (pp. 614-633)
	

	
	
	
	

	April 3
	Family
	Chapter 12 (pp. 472-485)
	

	April 5
	Family
	Chapter 12 (pp. 485-506)
	

	April 7
	No Class – Butler Research Conference
	
	Final Paper Due

	
	
	
	

	April 10
	Peers
	Chapter 13 (pp. 525-549)
	Quiz 8

	April 12
	Peers
	
	

	April 14
	Child Observations/Review
	Discussion: Child Observations
	COP Due

	
	
	
	

	TBA
	Final Exam
	
	Final Exam


SHORT ASSIGNMENTS
SA#1 (2 points): Submit one question related to the introductory material in Chapter 1 (pp. 1-22).
SA#2 (2 points): Submit one question related to the research methods material in Chapter 1 (pp. 22-37).
SA#3 (2 points): Submit one question related to the material on prenatal development, birth, or the 



   newborn in Chapter 3 (pp. 39-83).
SA#4 (5 points): Submit a one-page, double-spaced response to Bazelon’s “A Question of Resilience.”



   Your response should make clear that you have read and critically evaluated the



    author’s arguments. Your response to this short article is good practice for your final



    critical book review paper.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/30/magazine/a-question-of-resilience.html?_r=0
SA#5 (1 point): Submit one question for an in-class review session for Exam 1.
SA#6 (2 points): Ask a caregiver to comment on your early language development. What was your first


   word? What were other first words? What was your first two-word sentence? What 



   were other two-word sentences? Did you make any language mistakes? Submit a one-


   paragraph response in which you share what you learned. In your response, be sure to 



   make links to text material.
SA#7 (5 points): Read the interview with Wendy-Troop Gordon at the link indicated below. In a 

one-page, double-spaced response, evaluate Alex Libby’s case in light of this     

interview. In your response, be sure to address both myths about bullying and 

recommendations for intervention.

 

http://www.ndcompass.org/trends/ask-a-researcher/Troop-Gordon_Science%20and%20Bullying_Nov15.php#.V-V-UPkrKUk
SA#8 (1 point): Submit one question for an in-class review session for Exam 2. 
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